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Notice is hereby given that an Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
Women’s Cycle Racing Association will be held on Sunday 12th 
August 2007 at the Gosling Stadium, Stanborough Road, Welwyn 
Garden City – starting at 10.30am sharp. 
 
The meeting has been called by the Executive Committee to notify the 
membership of the cessation of the WCRA. 
 
Drinks will be available before the meeting and afterwards a buffet 
luncheon, for those who wish to attend (further details inside) as a 
celebration of the success of the WCRA. 
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Two Days of Bedford - Women's International Stage Race 

 
The Bedford 2-day saw the WCRA fielding a team consisting of 4 junior riders – Gabs Coates, 
Alice Monger-Godfrey, Amy Thompson & Emma Trott. The team’s aims were mixed with Amy 
and Gabs recovering from injuries whilst Alice and Emma were looking for either overall or stage 
results. 
 
The race was won by Hege Linn Eie-Valtand - Team Tubanters Ladies Cycling in terrible 
conditions when rain fell heavily after a long dry spell; starting the final stage in 4th place overall, 
14 seconds behind Pippa Handley - Edinburgh RC, Hege and her team set about cancelling this 
deficient by targeting the bonus seconds on offer at the Hill Competition and Sprint Competition 
so that by the end of the stage race she had finished top of the General Classification by 12 
seconds. 
 
Stage 1 
A 9.7 kilometre team time trial opened the race, with each team being preceded by a motorbike. 
As expected the WCRA team didn’t fair too well but Emma powered the team to a reasonable 
result as Alice nursed the injured riders as best she could.  Surprisingly Team Luciano/Everest and 
Team Tubanters recorded exactly the same time - 12 mins 58 seconds with Fatbirds CC in 3rd 
place by 13 seconds; the Dutch team sportingly allowed Team Luciano to hold the leader's Yellow 
Jersey in the next stage. 
 
Stage 2 
After a lunch break the field faced 80 kilometres around the Keysoe circuit with the leading riders 
expecting to set up their chances on a less demanding course than would face them on the final 
stage. The WCRA team plan was for Emma to chase the time bonuses available whilst Alice 
would target the stage win. 
  

A fast start saw some of the less able riders struggling and again the Sprint competition and Hill 
Competition provided the main action with their bonus seconds on offer. Then, with less than 2 
laps of the race to go, Pippa Handley - Edinburgh RC - raced to the front and took off using her 
time trial skill to open a large gap. 
 

She stretched out her lead to well over a minute despite the combined  
efforts of the top teams to get her back and into the final lap each time check saw her losing just a 
few seconds but she held out for a tremendous win with 23 seconds in hand before the main bunch 
came thundering up the short incline at Keysoe where Alice took 2nd place for the WCRA team, 
with Jessica Allen - Pinarello-Fatbirds in 3rd place 2 seconds back. 
 

Overall the leader was now Pippa Handley of course and her Edinburgh team would have to be 
concentrating on team tactics to take the vital bonus seconds on the final stage for her to hold the 
lead. 
 
Stage 3 
Held at the famous Millbrook Vehicle Testing circuit where such television programmes as 'Top 
Gear' are filmed, this would be the toughest stage the riders would face with its short hard climbs 



each 9 kilometre lap. The WCRA team followed a similar plan to the previous stage - with Amy 
feeling a bit better and able to help Emma with her points chase. 
 

Immediately on the first climb it was the Dutch team who set about wiping out the time deficient 
for their best placed rider Hege. Her team mate Ester Olthuis battled Emma for the points and time 
bonuses on each climb to ensure the time bonuses were taken away from those riders who were in 
contention for GC placings. 
 

The race split into 3 groups as the tough conditions took their toll with 21 riders in the lead group. 
In the final sprint Emma lead out Alice who easily took the stage win for the WCRA team, with 
Pippa Handley in 2nd place and Louise Mahe - Team Q.C.P claiming 3rd place in the same time 
of 2 hours 9 minutes 15 seconds. 
 
Overall the race saw a fine display by all 4 of the juniors in the WCRA team but, personally, I feel 
that the shine was taken from their performances on the last stage due to the lack of facilities 
provided. Instead of being able to celebrate a stage win and a great team performance with 
everyone they were forced to hide from the weather in the back of a van – something that I 
thought we’d seen the end of many years ago. A great race, great performances all round but let 
down by a lack of facilities compounded by the weather. 
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1.  Jessica Allen  Pinarello RT  3:10:01 
2.  Katie Colclough  Fat Birds CC  @  2 sec 
3.  Alice Monger-Godfrey  Glendene CC  @ 1:45 
4.  Claire Thomas  ERC  st 
5.  Antonia Burt  Twickenham CC  @  2:00 
6.  Jane Kilmartin  Rapha Condor  st 
7.  Charlotte Colclough  Fat Birds CC st 
8.  Jenny McCauley  Cycling Ireland Dev. Team  st 
9.  Sarah Byrne  GS Strada  st 
10.  Lucy Martin  ERV  st 
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1 Elizabeth Armitstead Global Racing Team 
2 Rachel Mercer   
3 Emma Trott VC Londres 
4 Gabriella Day Global Racing Team 
5 Jessie Roberts Team Chance 
6 Leanne Thompson Lune RCC 
7 Hannah Bussey Team Luciano 
8 Hannah Rich Pinarello Racing Team 
9 Charlotte Colclough Fat Birds Cycling Club 
10 Alex Deck   
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Following the cancellation of the Women's National Road Championships on 30th June, the event 
has been re-scheduled for Sunday 19th August - the venue is near Saffron Waldon, Essex. This 
event will no longer count as a round of the BC National Women's Road Race Series as it is will 
now be restricted in entry to British Nationals. 
 

Entry for this Championship needs to go to the Promoter, Gino Howe by 29th July. Details are as 
shown under the race name "Essex Giro" on page 47 in the June-August Racing Calendar 
Magazine and under the appropriate date in the British Cycling Website. It is understood that 
those who entered the previous Championship event of 30th June will have their entry fees etc 
returned in due course. 

Organiser:  
Gino Howe - 76 Inverness Avenue, Westcliffe on Sea, Essex SS0 9DX 
Tel: 01702 341 153   email: ginohowe@hotmail.co.uk 
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1 Lizzie  Armitstead Global Racing 140 

2 Alice Monger-Godfrey Glendene CC/Bike Trax 126.5 

3 Emma Trott VC Londres 113 

4 Jessica Allen Pinarello RT 96 

5 Charlotte Colclough Fat Birds CC 91 

6 Katie Colclough Fat Birds CC 85 

7 Claire Thomas Edinburgh RC – The Bicycleworks.com 81 

8 Jeanette Caldicott Team Luciano 73 

9 Jane Kilmartin Rapha-Condor RT 69.5 

10 Hannah Bussey Team Luciano 61 
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1 Janet Birkmyre Sportscover - Planet X 55 

2 Helen Scott Halesowen A & CC 38 

3 Victoria Pendleton scienceinsport.com 30 

4 Siobhan Mullan Team Chance 29 

5 Laura Trott VC Londres 25 

6 Anna Blyth VC St Raphael 21 

7 Corrine Hall VC Londres 14 

  Jess Varnish Halesowen A & CC 14 

9 Jo Tindley Bristol Cycling Development Squad 12 
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The Governing Body for Schools’ Cycling  
 

  All types of age related cycling for boys and girls 
  ranging from Skills, Fun Events, Competitive Events, 
  Touring and Overseas Trips, 
 
  BSCA promotes Regional & National Championships 
  for 6 age groups of children up to the age of 19 in full 
  time education, across the following disciplines of 
  cycling; hill climb, cyclo-cross, mountain bike, hard 
  track, grass track, circuit racing and time trials. 

 
More Details from NATIONAL SECRETARY: MRS SUSAN W K NIGHT 

21 Bedhampton Road, North End, PORTSMOUTH PO2 7JX 
Tel: 023 9264 2226    Fax: 023 9266 0187 
susanknight@bsca.fsnet.co.uk  or sue.knight@bsca.org.uk 

 

British 

Schools 

Cycling 

Association 
www.bsca.org.uk 
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��������� 48 Harris Yard, Saffron Walden, Essex CB11 3AR 
                       (01799 522273 or karen.carr1@tesco.net) 
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